
From: Gary Patureau <gary@lasie.org> 
Subject: 5G Cell Tower Metro Council Meeting 
 
All, 

Please plan to attend the Metro Council meeting on Wednesday, June 26, 4:00 at the Governmental 
Building on 222 St. Louis.  Our legal team will present research on the authority our Metro Council has 
to regulate towers in right-of-ways.    Our goal for the meeting is to cover all points but not duplicate 
testimony.  The Council has a time limit – 3 minutes per person.   

We are still in the fundraising mode (GoFundMe) to reach our $17,000 goal.  We need your help so that we 
can keep our legal team engaged throughout the amendment process.    

Summary of Baton Rouge 5G Cell Tower Initiative 

Fifth generation or 5G-cell phone towers are being deployed throughout East Baton Rouge Parish by AT&T.  
These towers are a part of the AT&T master plan to roll out many hundreds of towers in EBRP and thousands 
more across the state.  AT&T is currently deploying towers in 10 municipalities in Louisiana.   

Some 171 towers have been permitted already in EBRP with many more in our future.   In the near future, 
Verizon and T-Mobile along with other carriers will begin the permitting process for their towers in EBRP.  
There is already an active lawsuit against the City of Baton Rouge with a 5G cell tower installation company 
over 600 permits.  The bottom line – soon there could be thousands of towers in our neighborhoods.  

 Unfortunately, the current EBRP 5G cell tower ordinance provides little or no guidance to protect homeowners 
or subdivisions from the onslaught of these towers.  No consideration for property value, the health and safety 
of homeowners nor placement of towers is included in the current ordinance.  A task force of concerned 
homeowners, HOAs and the Federation of Greater Baton Rouge Civic Associations have joined to together to 
express their concern and have asked the Mayor and Metro Council to reexamine the current ordinance.   
Through the efforts of the task force guided by legal counsel, many letters were written.  In response, Mayor 
Broome has asked AT&T for a voluntary moratorium on new permitting until a communication procedure can 
be established advising homeowners that a tower will be placed in their front yard.  Unfortunately, this is only 
temporary.  

 What are the next steps?  The Metro Council has approved a discussion of the current ordinance for June 26.  
Our goal is to provide an amended ordinance to the Council for their consideration with a vote on that 
amended ordinance in late July.   The law firm, Daigle, Fisse & Kessenich, experts in eminent domain law, 
have counseled the task force as we have worked to understand the legal issues and develop a plan.  Many of 
you recognize Sheri Morris from the firm.  Currently Daigle Fisse represents some thirty HOAs and Crime 
Districts.  They have been assisting the organized group free of charge.  

 Daigle Fisse has been very gracious with their time to this point however, now we need to actually retain them 
to accomplish the goals below.  

1. Provide a legal memorandum surveying the law applicable to locating and permitting small cell 
towers, with particular focus on what the City-Parish can control within its own right of way, as well 
as brief survey of the local laws adopted by other communities to address this issue; and 

2. A draft of an amendment to the existing small cell tower ordinance with a primary focus of providing 

(a) real and adequate notice to property owners within the vicinity of the proposed towers, with a 
procedure for those landowners to be heard by the City-Parish, IN ADVANCE of any issuance 
of a tower permit; and 

(b) a set of criteria or issues that the City-Parish must take into consideration prior to issuance 
of any tower permit - among the criteria that might be included could be 
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(1)  the aesthetic effect of the tower on the neighborhood or target location; 

(2)  effects of tower location on adjacent property values; 

 (3) alternative location opportunities in the same target area; 

(4) opportunities for co-location on already existing structures; 

(5) potential requirements for mandatory co-location in areas where the avoidance  
      of tower proliferation is imperative, and undoubtedly other considerations as  
      well. 

There are many steps involved in accomplishing the tasks outlined.  We have asked for a budget from Daigle 
Fisse to achieve these goals.  Daigle Fisse provided us with a very modest budget of $17,000.   

 We are asking HOAs and interested individuals to help us reach our financial goal.  So far, we have $8,500 
committed.  The Federation of Greater Baton Rouge Civic Associations has partnered in contributing along 
with Sherwood Forest, Tara, Villa Del Rey and a private donor.  

It is imperative that we raise our budget.  We have two weeks to reach our financial goal so we are asking that 
you reach out to your HOA board and request a donation ASAP.  Checks will be written to Daigle Fisse & 
Kessenich and will be held in a trust fund.  

The task force has been working with members of the Metro Council and the Mayor’s office.  We feel we have 
a very strong plan of action that will produce the results outlined.  With your HOAs financial support, we can 
get the current ordinance amended.  

 See the attached PowerPoint presentation for further explanation.  Please call Gary Patureau with your 
questions – 205-0470. 

 ALSO - As discussed, we are working on the long-range issue of addressing FCC regulation through 
Congress.  We need governmental research such as outlined in this link to debate the long-range health 
effects of 5G technology - https://www.cellphonetaskforce.org/governments-and-organizations-that-ban-or-
warn-against-wireless-technology/. 

 We are looking for research from entities like the NIH, WHO, CDC data.  We are also looking for world-wide 
recognized studies also. 

 https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/wireless-devices-and-health-concerns 

 https://www.jrseco.com/european-union-5g-appeal-scientists-warn-of-potential-serious-health-effects-of-5g/ 

 https://ehtrust.org/scientific-research-on-5g-and-health/ 

 We are looking for inclusive research that outline concern from public officials.  What cities / countries are 
raising warnings or blocking deployment at this time?  This is the type of research coupled with organized 
educational efforts at the local, state and national level will motivate Congress to hold congressional hearings. 

https://www.cellphonetaskforce.org/governments-and-organizations-that-ban-or-warn-against-wireless-technology/
https://www.cellphonetaskforce.org/governments-and-organizations-that-ban-or-warn-against-wireless-technology/
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/wireless-devices-and-health-concerns
https://www.jrseco.com/european-union-5g-appeal-scientists-warn-of-potential-serious-health-effects-of-5g/
https://ehtrust.org/scientific-research-on-5g-and-health/

